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Militants attack Egyptian 
mosque, killing at least 235. 
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Daily and annual outdoors permits intended 
to spread costs beyond fishermen and hunters 
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The sun sets at Woodbridge Ecological Reserve in San Joaquin County, one of 41 state wildlife areas and 


reserves — and one of four in close reach of the Bay Area — where the state lands pass is being introduced. 


State pass to boost 


funding for wildlife 
Dr —». 


By Tom Stienstra 


Watch the fly-in of sandhill cranes one 
time at the Woodbridge Ecological Reserve 
and you won't question paying the new fee 
of $4.32 to see it. 

Get lucky and see the en masse flight of 
1,000 sandhill cranes at dusk and the new 
$24.33 annual lands pass from the state 
Department of Fish and Wildlife could 
seem like the deal of the year. 

The Woodbridge reserve, in the eastern 
delta in San Joaquin County west of Lodi, 
is the department’s crown template for the 
new pass. The reserve spans sloughs, wet- 
lands and levee roads, with access by foot, 
car and small boats. Kayaks can be ideal, 
too, and it has always been free to visit 
there. 

In a mission to broaden wildlife funding 
beyond fishermen and hunters, the state 
agency is phasing in a state lands pass over 
the next three months that will provide 
access to 41 state wildlife areas and ecologi- 
cal reserves. The $4.32 fee is for single-day 
use; the $24.33 pass covers a calendar year, 
must be bought in advance and is available 


for purchase online. 

“Woodbridge is a great destination for 
the sandhill cranes and to see how the 
program works,” said Peter Tira at Depart- 
ment of Fish and Wildlife headquarters. 

The department has scheduled guided 
tours there every weekend through Decem- 
ber. They are timed from late afternoon to 
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Sandhill cranes 
at Woodbridge, 
which the state 


considers a 
“great 


destination” to 
see how the new 


lands pass 


program works. 


Costs soar 
to rebuild 


school in 
Oakland 


Troubled Glenview project 
many millions over budget 


By Jill Tucker 


An Oakland school construction project is 
way over budget, more than a year behind 
schedule and being built in part by contractors 
under federal indictment in an unrelated bid- 
rigging scandal. 

The rebuild of Glenview Elementary has been 
plagued by problems almost from the start, 
with delays and cost overruns angering neigh- 
bors, parents and city officials who question the 
competency of current and former Oakland 
Unified School District leaders. 

The current price tag on the project is $54 
million, although contractors just started the 
construction and costs could rise. Taxpayers 
were initially told it would cost about $40 mil- 
lion to build the new school on La Cresta Ave- 
nue in the Oakland hills. 

“I honestly don’t think anyone at OUSD gave 
an ounce of thought toward thrift while this 
project was being planned and designed,” said 
Donna Rolle, who lives near the school. “This 
bothers some of us a lot — when we think of 
how our tax money is being squandered, and 
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Drivers without 
garages struggle 
with electric cars 


By Kate Galbraith 


When Jerry Griffin of Russian Hill shopped 
for a new car last year, he wanted one that ran 
on electricity, not gasoline. But without a gar- 
age, it seemed impossible. 

“T would have, if I had a place to charge it, 
definitely gotten one of the battery type,” said 
Griffin, who settled instead on a small gasoline- 
powered car made by Smart. 

The San Francisco metro area, at the intersec- 
tion of environmental concern and technologi- 
cal prowess, has more electric vehicles than 
most cities worldwide. But for many residents, 
buying one remains unrealistic. Even as prices 
for EVs fall and the cars’ ranges increase, the 
hassle of plugging them in remains daunting for 
those who have only street parking. It is a prob- 
lem that San Francisco and other cities will 
have to solve as governments around the world 
look to cut 
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Biotech firms oppose Oyster Point housing plan 


By J.K. Dineen 


Over the past century, the 
swath of waterfront east of 
Highway 101 in South San 
Francisco has transitioned 
from meat-packing plants to 
steel mills to lab and office 
space for the biotech industry, 
which employs more than 
20,000 workers at more than 
200 companies. 

Now a developer who owns 
40 acres of land on Oyster 
Point is looking to tweak the 
mix of uses in the area once 
more by building as many as 
1,200 housing units in the 
biotech stronghold. 

But while housing advocates 
favor the idea, South San Fran- 
cisco’s biotech players argue 
that residential development is 
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A developer wants to build 1,200 housing units near the Oyster Point Marina. 
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incompatible with the research 


and development activity that Weather 
has made the city of 67,000 Cloudy, 
residents one of the leading chance of 
life-science clusters in the rain late. 
world. Highs: 61-76. 
The property owner, a group Lows: 
50-60. D4 


of investors led by the Chinese 
developer Greenland USA, is 
proposing to revise the 2011 
Oyster Point Plan, which ap- 
proved 2.25 million square feet 
of office and research-and- 
development space on the 
V-shaped property that wraps 
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around the South San Francis- 
co marina and harbor. The O 
revised proposal, which calls A 
for 4 acres of waterfront open — 
space, would replace the third = 
and fourth phases of that of- — 
fice development with seven — = 
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